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Which is man:: 
feſtly Thinking c 
with the atmo} Ae and the ſtrongeſt 1 
Pre judices againſt every Branch, ahd"tle . ' Þþ 
very Foundation, of all Religion. 8 W 
II. Whether, if all the-Abſurdities f 
i Phyſicians, from the time of the firſt Pro- 
feſſor of that Art, were collected into one 
Body, it could juſtly be eſteemed a good 
5 — for the total Abolition of all 
Phrke Us 
2 Whether the falſe Mony that is „ 
put upon Men ſometimes, hinders them 
from "hel ieving that there is any good | 


Coin ; or from accepting it, Bt it bs 2 
5 | A „„ w. Whe- "> 


— 
E 8 V. Whether, therefore, the feign — 
Miracles, and falſe Pretenſos of many to 


Inſpiration, and divine Commiſſion, be 


an Argument a ainſt ths Truth of any 
ſuch thing. ; * 


V. Whether al that is quoted by theſe 
Auubors out of Biſhop Taylor, and ſeveral 
1 others, doth not furniſh an excellent Ar- 
* an for all Believers.in Jeſus Chriſt, to 
MF t with one another's: Differences: And 
whether it be not very unjuſt to extend 
thas to the prejudice of the Foundations 
af all Religion, which good Men have 
fſpoken with an hearty concern againſt 
_ the ill Temper, and the Violences, of Bi- 
© gots ; and which was deſigned, and tends 
| Aireely, to the Preſervation and Security 
of thoſe Foundations. 
Vl. Whether this, as well as the rapk- 
> ing ſome of theſe Men themſelves with 
Atheiſts and Infidels,be not a very ungrate- $. 
ful and bafe return to their noble Endea- 
yours, and heatty Zeal, againſt the Abuſes 


of Religion; and all Superſtition, n. 
ity, and Church-Tyranny. 


VII. Whether the Follies, and „ 
ſiſtencies. and ridiculous Opinions, of ma- 
ny Chriſtians, or Divines, pick d up in the 
i Courſe of above 16co Years, can in 


207% be yy, as Arguments 1 


— aids — —— gy AW Wo . 
6— 


"CPP 


4 all til any more than the Abe 8 
rences amongſt Philoſophers, can be au 


Argument againſt Reg it ſelf; and eve - 


ry thing in Philoſophy; or than the dif- 
jy" amongſt 4theifts, and particular- 


y the Abſurdities in . Epicurns's Syſftens, 
— 4 be allowed by theſe Authors to con- 
clude againſt Arhesſar it ſelf. 

VIII. Whether ſuch Repreſentations 


of Chriſtianity; and ſuch poſitiye Aſerti- 


ons, as run through this T-batiſe, to the 
Preju dice and Condemnation of all Reli- 
gion, and particularly of the Belief of a 
future State, do not too evidently ſhew, 
that the deſign of it was, not to incite 


Men to an impartial Examination, but, to 
influence Men to the utter Condemnation, 
of all Religion. 


IX. Whether it be afi ign of greater : 


Knowledge, or Honeſty, to repreſent” S- 


lomon as an Infidel, 3 he introduceth 
an Infidel ſpeaking; to repreſent His as 


35 deny ing. a future State, who talks ſo 


plainly in the fame Book of a Judgment; 
to repreſent Him as an Enemy to the fear 
of God; (which is in this Treatiſe, with- _ 


. out-diltindtion, called Sperſtitiore,)whoſe 


repeated Maxim it is, That the fear of the 
Lord: is the beg ginning "Wi iſdom + and 


W 5 Concluſion in at Free- Thinking 


Treatiſe 
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Treatiſe of 2 es, is, That to fea 
| God and to keep hi . 


God falſly repreſented. 


. 


Commandment Wane, Trang 9 


whole of Man. 
XN. Whether it be a ſign of Ge ee 
which Infidelity produceth, to repreſent 
that Fear of God, which hath nothing 
ſer vile nor eerrifying in it ; which is no- 
thing but ſuch a Reverence as directs, 


and ſecures Men's Obedience to his Laws, 


upon the ſame Foot with that Fear of 
the Gods amongſt the Heathen, which 
was indeed Superſtition, and which taught 
Men to have -no other Notion of their 
ſuperiour Beings, but that of Tyrannical, 
Cruel, Barbarous Lords, delighted with © 


the Blood, Miſery, and Torments, of 
their Votaries. 


XI. Whether this, and this only, be 


not that fear of the Gods, which Pluterch, 
and the beſt Heathen Writers. expoſe ; 

and whether the Love of God, as the 

Sovereign Good, ought not to have been 


mention'd as the Principle of Plutarch, 
as well as his Zeal againſt the Fear of 


XII. Whether any ching can - - juſtify 
ſach a procedure againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as is ſeen from one end of this 


. Treatiſe to the other ; but particularly 


in that — and! honeſt Note about 
* 


lemn Banter, and made as remarkable as 


poſſible: And whethes theſe Authors can 


give any greater Inſtance of Prevaricati- 
on, or hiding Truth, in the worſt of thoſe 
whom they oppoſe, than is to be ſeen in 


this Paſſage: in which the Goſpel is te- 


preſented, 1 will venture to ſay, againſt 
their own Judgments, in the worft Dreſs 
of its worſt Interpreters; and that Do- 


arine of Eternal Damnation of Mankind 


for the Sin of © Adam, made the Funda- 
mental of the Goſpel, which theſe Au- 
thors themſelves do not believe to have 


any Foundation in the Goſpel ; and ſuch. 


a particular Explication of the Trinity, 


and Satisfaction, expresſly laid upon the 


Goſpel it ſelf, as they themſelves know, 
and believe, never to have been delivered 


by our Lord, or his Apoſtles. Now, can Y : 


any thing be more diſingennous? Or is 


qere need of any greater proof, that the | 
daeſign of theſe Authors, was not to invite 


to Examination; but to charge upot 
Chriſtianity it ſelf thoſe Abſurdities, 


which are to be found only in ſome ana- 5 


drm Syſtems of Divinity? 
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| Solomon, introduced with an. Air of ſo- 
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1 XII. "Whither it be not of à piece 

0 wich this, to ſpeak of an univerſal Alte- 
ration of the Goſpels, under the Em 
| Anaftafivs, upon the Authority of an ob. 
= ſcure Paſſage, which cannot be proved to - 

imply any thing more than that ſome E 
» Hite Scholars had 4 mind to publiſh the 
Goſpel: Hiſtory in a better and more heau- 
tiful Style; or ſomething like this. Whe- 
: ther theſe Authors be not Scholars e- 
Iii nough to know that Ian, Fongeliftis, 
__ could not then ſignify THiot . | 
in the Senſe in which * now uſe that 
i ©» word'for Natural Fbols; but only Men 
If - , Without polite Learning. if they be not; 
N whether they ſhould pretend to tranſlate, 
and make Quotations. If they be; whe- 
85 any thing can excuſe ſuch batbarovs | 

Ie, 

Av. Whither: theſe” Authors ew 
| ves can ſay; that the Goſpels now in 
our Hands are any thing like a Bock 
mended, and beautified, 97 à polite Scho- 
lar 3 nay; whether it be not apparent 
chat they are the ſame which were quoted, 
and appealed to, before Anaſtaſuss time; 
and whether the ſimplicity, and freedom 
from Art, and Cunning, and Trick, 
which ſo often accompany Polite Ex. 
erans Learning, be not an n advantage on 


the 
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XV. Whether it MN TE very led 
mark of the impartial Regard: of bee 
Authors to Truth, that they 
various Readings. of the ſeveral mining 
Manuſcripts of the New Teſtamem g; win 
A ee deſign of bringing a Diſrepu- 


dation upon the G i ſelf 

1 for this. purpoſe, and — of | = 
there i is reaſon to think, not really,) an. 
good Resſons. For, lets, - 


the ſeaſs of the place to which they! 
belong ; whether they do not often help 


to 'whether any one point, made 
A 


neceſſary by our Lord or his Apoſtles, 
be in hs leaſt affected by them; aud 
whether, in the whole not afford 
to all impartial Enquirers, a very ſtrong 

and convincing Argument in favour of. _ 
the Goſpel; beta voce: 4 vaſt num 
ber of Copies. Tranſlations, 4nd-Citati«  - 
= on, of „ ian of , 

| A "I 


— 
> % 


"Wy 
NF 


N 10 % i 
other, with. varieties ſo little — 


with reſpect to the principal Points, a 
the main Matters, enn to . 
5 World i in theſe Books. 550 


we, XVI. Again, belber it bivothes' true 
— wiring or Examiners, to allege,” as f 
pw judice to Chriſtianity, the Diſputes . 
about the Time, when the Books of the 
Ne Teſtament were formally all put in- 
to one Body; and univerfally 9 5 
What is this to true Chriſtianity, which 
doth not depend upon modern Notions, 
either of Inſpiration, or 33 2 
Is it not true, and ought it not to have 
been acknowledged, that if we have | 
| faithful eredible Accounts of what Je 
baught, and what he requires, this is 
- fufticient for the Being, and Security, of 
Chriſtianity: whenſoever the particular 
Books of the New: Teſſament were col- 
lected. How unfairly then are Matters re- 
preſented, as if Chriſtianity depended up- 
on the time when fuch a number of Books 
were gathered together into one Auiben- 
tic Volume, by perſons who know very 
well that it depends only upon this, 
whether the Goſpels are not a credible 


account of "wn . v and whether we 
_ 1 
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know le by 
12 Love of 1 


S have been 
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5 11 J 


pon that acoutt, to receive - 


ought not, u 
bio. as ſent Vigil God 2. And; 1 this 
it not to have been 4. 


Head, ought i 
ged- 


ruth, that, whatever D- 
putes there were about other Books, * 

2 the Goſpels, but the Ade, and 
Poul 's. Epiſtlas, which give us 2 


View 75 „ Th al ways 2 


2 * g | Is Ant - . p 2 = 
| 1 „ E 5 bY 
* 10 . * 4 r 


; . Whether 5 een „ e — 
be, | lng are acknowledged... to 
founded. u 
Abſurd iy, ). can with any Juſtice be pro- 
duced as 2 noble Inſtance of Free-Think- 
ing, by thoſe who themſelves think the 
Grounds he went upon not to be wotthy 
of any Man who can Think'at all: And 
. whether this be not a. ſign that Ache, 
h lay ans depen” oY 


| % 4 7 a: 1. 4 ? 
ts * - : * * off 11 7-2 3 1 1 


xvi . it . b 
well as abſurd, to paſs by the noble 
eneficence, nad. univerſal Love and 
Friendſhip, recommended and 9 
* the Chriſtian * and practis d 


by 


uch reat Pretenders 16 


pon Nonſenſe, and 


01 12 5 
. by che tits; and to extol Epi- 
"emnrus as carrying Morality to an higher 
Pitch in the caſe of Friendſhip, under 
pretenſe that the word Friendſpip, in a 
Particufar reſtrained” Senſe, is not in the 
"New Teflament in order to magnify this 
abſurd Philoſ; ber, to 'paſs by the Life 
and Death of leſt Chriſt, the greateſt In- 
Nance of Fri, ere he conſidered 
only as a Philoſopher) and not to ſay a word 
here, in favour of his Doctrine, though it 
waz chiefly deſigned to introduce an uni- 
verſal Friendſhip, and Beneficence; and in 


general, ever thine repute, or eve- 
Fg jut 7 eſteem: Frog Ma Men. 


XIX. Whether it eth riot ſhew g at 
Mean to put Tul into the fame 
Lift with Epicurus, whom he conſtant- 
* as an Enemy to Humane 

ety, and to Truth. Whether it be 
Ignorance, or reſolute Wil fulneſs, to repre- 
ſent Him ſlily as an Arbeit, and expteſsly 
as an Enemy to the Immortality of the 
Soul, (which he conſtantly maintains :) 
and that u W * Grounds 28 | 


PP 


. bee 


(73) 
of 177 — he gives cis Klus ve 

4 e Oipaion 
| Pudy Philoſophy dam t believe there are any 
Gad: Whereas probabile in Cicero, 'of 
any other good Latin Author, never ſig- 
nifies probable in our modern Senfe z but 
only an Opinion that will bear a di- 


ſpautation, or that may be debated. Be- 


nen eren e ST * 


* 


ſides, that this is acknowledgdd b 'theſe 
ſame Authors to reſpect only ſuch Gods 
as the common People then worltipp'd. 


4. Ydeauſe, in bis Tuſtular Pueftione, 
er pers: mentioned the various Notions 
ef Philoſophers about the Nature of the 

; bv? He en from them, that there 
| can be nothing tfter Death : than which 
thers & cannot 50 imagined a more igno- 
N 1 or a more inſincere, Repreſentati- 
| For he, only reckons up the Opini- 
* of ſome of the Philoſophers. Nor 
doth He concluds this, as his own opinion; 
but only obſerves, that, according to the 
0 2 et of thoſe he had then named, 
ws could be nothing after Death. Ac. 
cording to theſe opinions, ſaith he, there 5, 
nothing after Death. His ſententiit onnt- 
bus, Ree: And yet he is here repreſented 


| 3s driving his own * when he's - 


„ „ . only 


” i 
a 
a . * 
* 


bY the Soul not to 


anſwer of his Opponent, 9 
I an Embelliſhment o the Dialogue. 


(a4). 


only raving that. of, ſome others. Juſt 


as. if any one who ſhould ſet down the 

inions of Hobbes and Spinoze,: with 
what, follows from them, ſhould 2 char- 
ged with making that Concluſion. in his 


a ae, and not in heir. 


5, HH. '4$ £361 45 


3. Becauſe ſe in a diſputation. in bis Too 


4 . He denies, and was under= 


ood by bis Auditor io deny, the immor- 
tality of the Soul. Wbereas it i is plain to 
any one who underſtands HA Senſe, ; 
that He only, forthe preſent, drops Plato's | 
Arguments for the Soul. s Immortality, and 
endeavour to convince. hig O ponent of 
an Error, eyen, oe ing. for the eſent, 
Tamprtale,.. or his 5 
Words there, prætermiifamus, and, relin- 


l are ſuch as can ſigvify nothing 


ut dropping tbe Argument for 72 eſent 
and 5 e ke be hows is N 
carry his point without, it. Nes 1 7 
proper Words for one to uſe, who de» 
figned abſoluteſy to deny the thing, The 
Auditor, is on- 


He could not bear the thoughts of Joling | 
ſo pleaſing a view, as * of the Im- 


i pf the 


4 25 


Preſent ; 


: | a a 
hood 


even oc be 


(PIE 
preſent : And therefore lle ſeth. 
very beautiful Expoſtulation; and lets 
Him know that, even ſuppoſing it an 
Error, be could not part with it. Nay, 
his anſwer implies that Cicero himſelf 
had been the Inſtrument of his believing 
and expecting ſuch an Immortality. It 
cannot ſurety be collected from hence 
any, but ſoch as are reſolved to have 
ſo, that Cicero could mean abſolutely to 
deny, what he had taught his Auditor to 
expet; or any thing more than to lay 
aſide, for the preſent, thoſe Arguments, 
- MW his own Words imply ; and this, for 
the farther Proſecution and Embelliſh- 
ment of his Dialogue. But becauſe theſe 
Authors ſpeak with ſo much reſpe& of 
this Great Man; and have taken upon 
them to teach _ all, how to underſtand 
him, by a Key which ſeems peculiar to 
Rr Me 1 Gould farther ask, whether 
they ever read his Treatiſe, called Cato 
Major; whether in that He doth not pro- 


feſs to ſpeak his own Thoughts under 
5 


the Perſon of Cato; whether He ſpea 
that like a Man who abſolutely rejefted 
| Plato's Arguments, or like one highly 
pleaſed, and ſatisfied; with them; whe- 
ther that noo Semtgnce which begins, 


= 


= 


Ho Dis "Pp 16 - 
O preclerum ilum diem, bh could be 
ſaid by any Man, but Oze, not only 
ffeſs d, but raviſh d, with the glorions 


Hope, und Expectation. of Immortalit 
10 and whether he Treatiſe of Ciceros 1 
uo; alone enough to convince us that the 


Free- Thinking of thoſe, who can thus te- 
preſent His bole, is either No Thinking 
at all ; or, Thinking with the utmoſt 

|" || Ras Prejudice. For Ne | 
bo could This, and all that he faith 


| = in many other places, be over-looked : 

| [ and He be ſe forth, not only as 2 Man | 

| of ſenſe enough, to examine popular 
ö | | Errors, but as a down. right .Infidel and 
15 Acbeiſt? Whoever conſiders what is here 
| ſaid, of the uſage this excellent Writer 


= — 
— 


bath met with from theſe Authors; toge- 
ther with their tranſlating Latin Words 
merely by their Sound, as Probabits, Pro- 
lable; Relic; g, Religion, in our modern | 
8 and the like; * alſo eaſily deter- 
mine 3 they unde and Tuly them 
| ſelves ; or ate fit to direct 5, 80 with 
* what Biaſs to read him ; or whether any 
of them are qualified to give us 2 New 
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4. Edition of that Noble Author. 2; 
VCC XX Whe- 
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+ 
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th 


A” LY * 1 4 


xx We 8595 W can e 
more unjnſt, or mote abſurd, than the Uſage 
given to. Socrates by the fame Authors. 
In one Page they give a. noble Account of 

his Death, out of Eraſuus; from which 
it is plain, that He had ſach a Belicf of _ 
God, and ſuch an Exper of a Re- 
ward i in A Future State, as ſupported Him 
under all the Injuries of his Adverſaries,; 
and under the Terrors of Death it fle ; 
But, for feat that this ſhould go for 2 
Proof of his being 2 Religi 55s ian, aud 
a Believer; (which it muſt 0 amongſt all 
who can think z) in the very next Page, 
in order to take off that Impreſſion, 'He 
is repreſented as diſconraging all Enqui- 
ries into Heavenly Thing. An expreſſion 
uſed, we know, "amongſt Chriſtians, and 
in the New Teſtament it ſelf, for the good 
things of a Future States That is, S 
crates in one Page is repreſented as pro- 
feſſing Himſelf to have lived witk a 
conſtant deſire pf--pleafin wag 2 „ - - 
die, with good — of 
a Future State: And in the ner 5 
is introduced as calling all Pools, 2 — 
trouble themſelves with Enquiries into 
2 8 which to be * ai | 
. = 


— 


Ge | ; 


— 


|  thele rr ad * have to be . 
tue common ion of that 
1 which they allege 2 2 
Pro, that. Socrates did not make Nati- | 
ons. 2 part of his Religion. That He | 
| 38 made the Notions, of 4, God, and. e 2. 
'4 Tue State, i. e. of Heavenly; Things, 
in our common Style, a. part of his 
i 5 Religion, is plain from the account theſe 
Au bors give; us of hat He ſaid when 
1 le was dying: And that this Sentence 
1 here quoted to . bath no 
1 mlanner of relation to the contrary, will 
: 4 appear 1 any, who, have a little Senſe, 


11 and ſo much Free. Thinking left, as ill 
6 | permit them to look into che place: of 
1 LTienoppon here —— which is indeed as 
| unaccountably, and às miſerably, miſe 
preſented as any thing can be.  Xenophon 
is there KO — Socrates from a 
=. pearance of Ampiotys For He ar air 
1 He; as many others did, iroubled him 
=—_ |, to diſeover. . avbich\the | op 


1 call d the World,” came 
p | b& what neceſſary Gouſes,: - 
| © avery ons of; the hasen 


" — Lure 


Nee ehdravorted Py Rr 


r 5 45 
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Things which 
fame time, were all things which ; > "A 


of real Uſe and Importance to N 


Not Humane Things, in 


| as being of no Imp Irta 
of Man, and wholl 
ture — 3s Mans: 3 "and which. ar. 
in the neut Se 1. 
not Divine Tine i the co 
— de 


to) 


were Diſpute? 
Neceſſary. Cauſe of the Univerſe, and of 
the Heavenly Bodies ;, that "theſe were 
the Heavenly Things Which He thought 


* 


oſition to 


Heavienly' Things, in the Rell 
of the Phraſe: But Humane Things," in 


oppoſition to Enquiries: about the | 
ceſſary Cauſes” of the Uniuenſe, and the 

eavenly Bodies, and other things: which 
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Thinking, pag. 170. notwithſtanding his 
ſeveral falſe Opinions, particularly in Poll 5 
ticks. On no other Account, poſſibly, can He 


be produced, under this Tick, but* for bis 


known Atheiſm :" And orticudarly, Hei 4 1 
rr with theſe 


great Inſtance of Free-T 
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with Argumente t to prove, that 
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